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Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the mvention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of apphcation for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1 and 3-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Biebuyck 
(6158182). 

Claim 1. 

Biebuyck discloses a curtain wall structure 120 d having a sill 102 defining a channel A for 
supporting a wall panel, said sill having a structural portion figure 4, alongside the channel for 
securing the sill in place, the improvement to said sill comprising: 
an inwardly open recess B defined by said sill inwardly of the channel 
and the structural portion thereof, 

a cover 144 for said recess, said recess and cover defining at least one 
wireway capable of being used for power or data/telecommunication cables. 



Application/Control Number: 10/530,872 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3633 




claims. 

Biebuyck discloses said cover 144 has a generally convex external contour, 
claim 4. 

Biebuyck the said cover 144 has longitudinally extending marginal edges 174/176 defined so as 
to fit longitudinally extending sockets adjacent 164 provided for this purpose in opposed wall 
sections of said sill, 
claim 5. 

Biebuyck discloses one of said sockets defines a pivot of said cover. See figure 4 
claim 6. 

Biebuyck the said sill is of extrudable cross section. See column 4, line 26-32 
claim 7. 

Biebuyck discloses the said sill is of extruded aluminum. See column 4, lines 26-32. 
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Claim 8. 

Biebuyck dsiclsoes the cover is also of extruded aluminum. See column 4 lines 26-32.. 



The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Biebuyck (6158182). 
claim 9. 

Biebuyck discloses that other material may be used. The choice of materials used to form the sill 
has been considered a matter of choice. No criticality has been shown for making the sill of a 
synthetic polymeric material 

Claim 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Biebuyck (6158182) in 
view of Vogler (30641 10). 

claim 2. 

Biebuyck lacks the cable and the outlet devices provided in openings defined for this purpose in 
the cover; Biebuyck discloses said cover having at least one generally flat planer surface but 
lacks the defining longitudinally spaced openings for this purpose. Vogler discloses a sill 20 with 
cables 22 and an spaced opening to accommodate the switch or outlet 21. The choice of 
electrical elements have been considered a matter of choice since a combination data 
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communications or electrical elements and curtain wall structure has not been claimed. Further 
one of ordinary skill in the art would have appreciated the type of electrical elements needed in 
combination with the sill and would have known to incorporate thos e elements commensurate 
with that purpose 

Claim 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Biebuyck (6158182) in 
view of Biebuyck (6715248). 
claim 10. 

Biebuyck '248 discloses a sill 110 which defines 

opposed wall sections, said wall sections having longitudinally extending ribsl 18 for receiving a 
resilient divider capable of providing discrete wireways for both 
data/telecommunication cabling and power cabling within said wireway. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jeanette Chapman whose telephone number is 571-272-6841. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-thursday, 8:30-6:00, every firi. off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessfiil, the examiner's 

supervisor, Brian Glessner can be reached on 571-272-6743. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained trom the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/JEANETTE CHAPMAN/ 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 
ART UNIT 3633 



